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The inside of the house is messy, unsanitary and/or dirty.
The outside of the house is not maintained. 
There is very little food in the kitchen cabinets or refrigerator. Food preparation is
minimal.
Medicine cabinets have not been maintained, some medicines are outdated and some
prescriptions need to be filled. 
Clothes need to be washed.

During the holidays do you have plans to visit your aging relatives? Are you concerned
about their well-being, safety and ability to age in place? Are you wondering whether
there are any signs that you should be particularly looking for that will show that your
aging relatives may be having some difficulties? 

Let us share with you our thoughts on what you should look for as you visit with your
aging relatives. We recommend that you look for whether:
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The appearance of your aging relatives is slightly unkempt.
Your aging relatives are driving, but they are feeling anxious about it.
No one is checking in on them.

(Contd. from Page 1) 

If you are observing any of the above signs, seriously discuss with your aging relatives
what steps need to be taken for their care and safety. You need to approach your aging
relatives with sensitivity and ask whether they want to stay in their home at all costs or do
they want to live in assisted living. Assisted living can offer a wide range of amenities that
may make it an attractive option for your aging relatives. On the other hand, your aging
relatives may want to stay in their own home at all costs. 

If your aging relatives want to age-in-place, what needs to be done to help them remain in
their home as long as possible and remain safe? You may need to discuss modifications to
the home to make it safer and easier to move around. There may also need to be part-time
in-home care help or possibly even a family caregiver move in with them or make daily
visits.

Be sure to find out if your aging relatives have any plans in place for their long-term care?
Do you or your aging relatives know exactly what long-term care planning is? The
National Institute on Aging defines long-term care planning as steps to meet a person’s
health or personal care needs during a long or short period of time. Often, with the help of
these services, aging relatives may be able to live as independently and safely as possible
even though they can no longer perform everyday activities on their own.

Once you have had the conversation with your aging relatives about long-term care
planning, together you should locate a qualified Wisconsin elder law attorney to help with
long-term care planning. In addition to long-term care planning, your Wisconsin elder law
attorney can help your aging relatives with their estate planning. They will need someone
they trust to handle their financial matters and healthcare decisions in the event they
become incapacitated. 

During this holiday season, as you visit your aging relatives, know that this is a great time
to be sure your loved ones are safe, cared for and happy

We know this article may raise more questions than it answers. We want to help you
protect beloved seniors in your life with these helpful tips this December. We encourage
you to contact us and schedule a meeting with attorney Alan Hougum today. 

 

https://www.nia.nih.gov/


RU

WWW.HOUGUMLAW.COM  |  715-843-5001  |  INFO@HOUGUMLAW.COM

Could There Be an Elder Law Risk to Making End of the
Year Financial Gifts?
Looking for an extra something special for your adult children this holiday season? Do
you want to give gifts of money to them? Were you aware that monetary gifts can impact
Medicaid eligibility for a senior Wisconsin adult? Unfortunately, if you needed to apply
for Medicaid in the next five years, did you know that your gifts could have significant
consequences? If you answered yes to these questions, be aware that the impact could be
on both the giver and receiver.
 
In regard to the gift giver, the IRS allows a tax-free annual gift per person with an
unlimited amount of donees. However, be aware, this relates to tax law planning, not for
Medicaid eligibility. 

When it comes to gifting, Medicaid takes a different stance. While a person tries to obtain
Medicaid eligibility, his or her assets will be reviewed and there is a “Look-Back” period of
sixty months, depending upon the state. Now this is very important, if it is found that the
Medicaid applicant gifted money, or made an uncompensated transfer, in order to be
eligible for Medicaid, the penalty can be Medicaid ineligibility. The length of time of
ineligibility is determined by the amount of the gift and the average cost of a private pay
nursing home in the area.
 
What can a senior adult do? There may be some options for the person deemed ineligible
for Medicaid due to gift giving. The gifter could collect the gift back, or reimbursement, in
order to “undo” the penalty. Even if possession of the money makes the gifted ineligible
for Medicaid, he or she can spend it down by temporarily paying for long-term care or
making a home modification related to his or her disability until he or she reaches
eligibility status. 

https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed/frequently-asked-questions-on-gift-taxes
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There may also be a possibility of an undue hardship waiver, if Medicaid ineligibility
will cause the person to go without medical care, food or shelter.
 
Now be careful, there may be important impacts on the gift receiver. All states have an
asset limit to be Medicaid eligible and it is not very high. Even a small gift can push a
potential Medicaid recipient over the eligibility limit. 

Fortunately, with the assistance of an experienced Wisconsin elder law attorney, a
potential Medicaid recipient has some options if he or she receives a gift. For example,
he or she may be able to pay off debt, purchase a funeral plan or a Medicaid eligible
annuity. If money is received before applying for Medicaid, the money can also be spent
down in a similar fashion.
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We know you may have questions. We know
this article may raise more questions that it
answers. We encourage you to contact us and
schedule a meeting with attorney Alan Hougum
today. 
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Attorney Alan Hougum and his compassionate team will help you protect
yourself and the people you love with strategic planning strategies, such as
wills, asset protection and trusts, powers of attorney, estate trusts, elder law

planning, Medicaid crisis planning, Medicaid eligibility and application,
probate and estate administration, avoiding probate, charitable planning and
giving, special needs, and estate tax planning. Hougum Law Firm, LLC, serves

the entire Wausau, Wisconsin area.
 

Our office is located in Wausau at 
305 S. 18th Avenue, Suite 200, Wausau, Wisconsin 54401. Do you have

questions you need answered before or after your appointment? Just let us
know! Contact us by email at info@hougumlaw.com or call us at 715-843-5001.


