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How Can You Pay for a Nursing Home If Your Loved
One Has Parkinson’s Disease?
Do you have a loved one recently diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease? Are you aware that as
Parkinson’s disease progresses, your loved one’s ability to walk, bathe, and dress will become
impaired and there may be an increased risk of falling. Have you and your family thought about
the difficult decision of placing your loved one in a nursing home someday? Are you and your
family also dealing with the question of how to afford the exorbitant cost of a nursing home? How
can you and your family pay for a nursing home if your loved one has Parkinson’s?
First, you and your family need to determine if your loved one is in possession of a long-term care
insurance policy, life insurance policies which can be cashed out, or veteran’s benefits to pay for a
nursing home. If your loved one does have one or more of these benefits be sure to gather copies of
all the supporting documents of these policies, which may include copies of insurance policies or
proof of veteran’s benefits. By having this conversation now with your loved one about the possible
need for a nursing home you will have the required proof of coverage should your loved one’s
mental capacity decline.
Now that you and your family have determined the existence of benefits, meeting with a qualified
Wisconsin elder law attorney can be one of the most reliable ways of determining how to afford a
nursing home, when the time comes. An elder law attorney, experienced in the area of long-term
care planning, can assist you and your family with the review of any benefits you believe may cover
the cost of a nursing home for your loved one. In addition, an important piece of information
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about Medicare that is often not understood is that Medicare does not cover the cost of a long-term
nursing home. However, Medicaid does cover nursing home costs, but eligibility for Medicaid is
based upon your loved one’s assets. Your qualified elder law attorney may assist in the drafting of
planning documents, such as a trust, which may make your loved one eligible for Medicaid. It is
highly recommended that this planning be conducted early because there are time limits on the
transfer of assets which may affect Medicaid eligibility.
We know that a diagnosis of Parkinson’s disease is stressful and it typically comes with many other
issues to navigate. By you and your family working with a Wisconsin estate planning and elder law
attorney early you can determine the best strategy to use in helping to assure your loved one will be
able to afford a nursing home when the time comes. By having the peace of mind that your loved
one will receive the care that he or she deserves when the disease progresses, you and your family
can focus on sharing quality time with your loved one both now and in the future.
We know this article may raise more questions than it answers. We want to help you protect
beloved seniors in your life with these helpful tips this March. We encourage you to contact us and
schedule a meeting with attorney Alan Hougum today.
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Your DIY Estate Planning DID Not Accomplish What You
Intended
Do you enjoy do-it-yourself projects, like hanging your own wallpaper, making your own bread or
creating and sewing costumes for your children or grandchildren? Do you enjoy the challenge of a
do-it-yourself project and the sense of accomplishment once it is completed. Are you now
considering doing your own estate plan? Do you believe that it is probably better to DIY an estate
plan than to not have an estate plan at all? Maybe, but maybe not. If you decide to write your own
estate plan, without seeking counsel from a qualified estate planning attorney, your estate plan may
face a number of problems in the future and at your passing.
One problem that may occur with your do-it-yourself will is that upon your passing it is found that
what you wrote in your DIY estate plan was unclear or against legal statutes. Your heirs may now
have to go to probate court. In the probate court, the judge will have to make decisions on what
happens to your estate. In fact, your heirs could be stuck with what you wrote even if the end result
is unfair and not what you intended.
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One of the biggest problems with a DIY estate plan, you do not know that the rules on beneficiary
designations always govern what happens to your estate. To explain, when you open a bank
account, a brokerage account, or a retirement plan, you will be asked to designate one or more
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beneficiaries. Whoever you write down in that beneficiary box is the person (or persons) who will
receive the remainder of the account when you pass away. It is vital to remember, it does not matter
if you write a different name or names in your will or estate plan. Whatever is written on the
beneficiary designation form for any account is what will happen. Unfortunately, if your estate plan
did not reflect this legal rule properly, whatever you intended my not happen. By taking time to
meet with a qualified Wisconsin estate planning attorney, now, this problem can be avoided in the
future.
You know that you should update your car’s license plate, your pet’s tags and your home address if
you move. Did you know that the same holds true for your DIY estate plan? You must keep all
beneficiary designations up to date. Be mindful that every single time you decide you want to
change a beneficiary designation you have to do it both on your accounts and in your estate plan. If
you discuss your estate planning needs with a qualified estate planning attorney, he can assist you in
avoiding this problem.
You are a DIY person because you like to keep things simple and not involve a lot of people in your
decisions and projects. So to keep things simple, you decide to make your estate the beneficiary of
all accounts. However, if you do this in your DIY estate plan, you could run into unintended tax
consequences. We highly recommend you consult a qualified Wisconsin estate planning attorney
for more information.
We know this article may raise more questions that it answers. We encourage you to contact us and
schedule a meeting with attorney Alan Hougum today.
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Attorney Alan Hougum and his compassionate team will help you protect
yourself and the people you love with strategic planning strategies, such as
wills, asset protection and trusts, powers of attorney, estate trusts, elder law
planning, Medicaid crisis planning, Medicaid eligibility and application,
probate and estate administration, avoiding probate, charitable planning and
giving, special needs, and estate tax planning. Hougum Law Firm, LLC, serves
the entire Wausau, Wisconsin area.
Our office is located in Wausau at
305 S. 18th Avenue, Suite 200, Wausau, Wisconsin 54401. Do you have
questions you need answered before or after your appointment? Just let us
know! Contact us by email at info@hougumlaw.com or call us at 715-843-5001.
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