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Giving the Gift of Peace of Mind

Are you ready for the end of the year that is quickly approaching? It will soon be 2022! Even
with the persisting pandemic, most of us are busy finalizing our end of the year plans,
purchasing last minute holiday gifts, and making plans to spend time with family. In fact, this is
the perfect time to take stock of what has happened this year, as well as reflect on your goals for
the coming year. What went well? What could we improve on?
As you reflect on the past year and look to the future, what are your goals for yourself, your
loved ones, and your legacy? We encourage you to take the time to not only think about the
immediate actions that must be completed before the end of the year, but that you also
remember that completing or updating your Wisconsin estate plan may be the best gift you can
give your loved ones. Do you have a current Wisconsin estate plan? As a Wisconsin senior, you
may have many questions, such as:
1. Who will make your decisions if you are not able to make them for yourself?
2. If you are in a car accident, who will have the legal authority to pay your bills?
3. Who could handle your business affairs if you could not?
4. What would happen to your pets if you were hospitalized?
5. Should both your adult children be in charge of your finances?
6. Do you need additional insurance policies?
7. Will your retirement plans be able to support you as you age?
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8. If you have out of state estate planning documents, will they work in Wisconsin?
9. Have the laws changed in the past few years that now makes your planning irrelevant?
10. Have there been any changes in your family structure that necessitate the need to update
your planning?
Each of the above is an important question, in fact we hear questions just like these from our
clients and their family members every day. Based on our experience, remember that old adage:
an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure. It holds true when it comes to Wisconsin estate
planning, you need to know your plan will work when you need it to. This holiday season, a
completed Wisconsin estate plan is quite possibly the best gift you can give to your loved ones.
In addition, we want you to know that while Wisconsin estate planning is a critical part of your
health and well being there is a second planning component that needs to be addressed and
completed as well. This is your elder law planning. Did you know that the majority of Americans
will need some form of long-term care after they reach the age of 70? Unfortunately, Medicare
will not be able to help much and instead the financial responsibility will fall on the Wisconsin
senior to pay for out of pocket. Let us assure you it does not have to be this way! We can work
with you to not only create an estate plan but also a long-term care plan that can protect the
estate plan you are putting in place and allow you to be able to leave a legacy for your family, no
matter what the future holds.
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We know this article may raise more questions than it answers. You are welcome to contact our
law practice now, or at any time throughout the year, and schedule a meeting to make sure you
have the Wisconsin legal planning you need to accomplish your goals. Give us a call today to
schedule an appointment with Attorney Alan Hougum.

The End of the Year Long-Term Care
Planning Checklist
Are you looking for the perfect gift for your loved ones? A gift that shows how much you care
for them and want only the best for them? Did you know that during this December one of the
best gifts you can give is that of your time? Although it seems like a simple gift, it is one of the
most valuable. While you spend this time with your parents and grandparents, you can take the
time to learn how they are doing and talk to them about long-term planning.
For most families, long-term planning is a subject that is mostly avoided. However, it is a subject
of critical importance. By discussing long-term care early, before a crisis occurs, your aging
loved ones will be able to share what they want to happen if they become incapacitated. In
addition, the family will have peace of mind from being able to work with an experienced elder
law attorney to ensure a lifetime of savings is protected from nursing home bills.
Now that you know you need to have the conversation about long-term care, how do you begin?
We find most of our clients have questions and we understand because long-term planning can
be complicated. We want to share an end of the year long-term care planning checklist that you
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may use when talking to your loved ones about long-term care planning over the holidays, or
anytime throughout the year.
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Do your loved ones live at their home?
Are there mobility issues within the home?
Is the home equipped to age in place?
Do they have a life alert or alarm system in place to help them should they fall?
Have there been changes to doctors or medications?
Are their doctors still covered by their insurance?
Are there new health care concerns that have arisen over the past year?
Have there been deaths of reliable caregivers or within the local support system?
How is their mental health?
How collaborative is the family dynamic?
Is their Wisconsin estate plan up to date?
Are they able to live comfortably off their monthly income?
Do they have long-term care insurance?
How long could they afford to pay for a nursing home bill out of pocket?
Have they worked with an experienced Wisconsin elder law attorney to create a plan for longterm care?
We know that long-term planning can be a difficult conversation to have, but it is critical. Often our
aging loved ones face uncertainty about the future, this planning can help alleviate that. When you,
your parents or loved ones plan for their long-term care, the entire family can benefit from the
peace of mind that comes with that.
Our office can help guide a family through long-term care planning for aging parents and loved
ones. Please contact our office today to schedule a meeting with attorney Alan Hougum.
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Attorney Alan Hougum and his compassionate team will help you protect
yourself and the people you love with strategic planning strategies, such as
wills, asset protection and trusts, powers of attorney, estate trusts, elder law
planning, Medicaid crisis planning, Medicaid eligibility and application,
probate and estate administration, avoiding probate, charitable planning and
giving, special needs, and estate tax planning. Hougum Law Firm, LLC, serves
the entire Wausau, Wisconsin area.
Our office is located in Wausau at
305 S. 18th Avenue, Suite 200, Wausau, Wisconsin 54401. Do you have
questions you need answered before or after your appointment? Just let us
know! Contact us by email at info@hougumlaw.com or call us at 715-843-5001.
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