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Are you moving to a new state? If so, it can be important to update your estate plan for several
reasons. For instance, if you are married, each state treats marital property differently, and
there can be different tax laws with respect to state income tax and inheritance tax. Let us
review three reasons why you should update your estate planning documents when moving to a
new state.

1. Marital Property Laws May Differ. Some states have community property laws, while
others operate on the idea of common property. There are big differences between the two.
In nine states, all property that two spouses acquire during their marriage is considered
community property that is owned equally by the two spouses, unless it is an inheritance
given to one spouse. In the other states, each spouse is considered to own his or her property
individually, unless it is purchased in both names. If you are moving between a community
property state and a common law property state, you may be able to legally ensure that
marital property retains its nature as either community or common law property, if you
want it to, by consulting with a qualified estate planning attorney who can help ensure your
documents reflect your needs. This can be very important because community property and
common law property may be treated differently both for ownership and tax purposes.
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2. State Income and Estate Taxes Vary. Every state gets to decide whether to impose state
income or estate tax, and how high the rates should be at varying income levels and estate
sizes. An estate planning attorney in your new state can help you update your estate planning
documents to take into account the different tax rules and determine what may work best for
your family.
 
3. Joint Assets May Need to Be Re-Titled. Each state recognizes different types of joint
ownership of assets. Most married couples own at least some assets together, but if you have
assets titled as community property, joint tenants, or tenants-by-the-entirety, these forms of
ownership may not be recognized in your new state. You will need to re-title them to help
ensure they are owned and transferable in the manner you intend, particularly if you owned
an asset in one of these forms with a right of survivorship, so that the property goes to the
intended recipient when one or both of you pass away.
 

Our office can guide a family through their estate planning options. Please contact our office
today to schedule a meeting with attorney Alan Hougum.

 

Many adult children worry about their parents as they age. Did you know dementia symptoms
can vary day to day making it difficult to pinpoint when it may be time for memory care?
Worrying behavior, safety concerns, and caregiver burnout can be top signs that it may be time
for a memory care facility. These questions can help you evaluate your family’s situation: 

1. Have you noticed changes in your parent’s behavior? Have friends or family members
commented on the changes in behavior? If you are your parent’s full time caregiver, it may
be difficult to notice progressive changes, such as behavioral shifts and steady weight loss.
Try to take note of what others are saying. 

2. Is hygiene a concern? People with dementia may forget daily hygiene practices, like
bathing or changing clothes. They may struggle to style their hair or apply makeup. 

3. Does your loved one wander? Seniors could become confused or disoriented and wander
far from home without realizing where they are or how to get back. This can be dangerous,
especially if your loved one wanders near busy roads or gets caught in severe weather. 

Is It Time for a Memory Care Facility
for Your Aging Parent?
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4. Are living conditions safe? People with dementia may begin to hoard household items, or
neglect cleaning or laundry. They could eat spoiled food, forget to clean up after pets, or forget
to turn off the stove. 
 
5. Are medications properly managed? Forgetting to take prescription medication, or taking too
much of it, can lead to serious consequences. 
 
6. Is your parent getting proper nutrition? Many seniors aging in place may forget to eat, or they
may overeat after forgetting that they’ve recently had a meal. Significant changes in weight are a
warning sign that it may be time for memory care. 
 

If you are the primary caregiver to your parent, there are also questions you should be asking of
yourself. It can be difficult to admit but caregiver burnout can have serious consequences for you
and your aging parent, both physically and emotionally. Do you feel like nothing is really going
well? If so, it may be time to seek some help when caring for someone with dementia. It can be
common for dementia caregivers to feel frustrated and overwhelmed sometimes, but if left
untreated, those feelings can lead to burnout and negative consequences for both the caregiver and
his or her loved one. 

If, in answering these questions, you feel like your parent may need memory care, consider asking
your aging parent’s doctor about next steps and a dementia diagnosis. Memory care communities
can provide the support needed for your parent to age in a safe, stimulating environment where his
or her medical and emotional needs are met.

Our office can guide a family through their estate planning options. Please contact our office today
to schedule a meeting with attorney Alan Hougum.
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Attorney Alan Hougum and his compassionate team will help you protect
yourself and the people you love with strategic planning strategies, such as
wills, asset protection and trusts, powers of attorney, estate trusts, elder law

planning, Medicaid crisis planning, Medicaid eligibility and application,
probate and estate administration, avoiding probate, charitable planning and
giving, special needs, and estate tax planning. Hougum Law Firm, LLC, serves

the entire Wausau, Wisconsin area.
 

Our office is located in Wausau at 
305 S. 18th Avenue, Suite 200, Wausau, Wisconsin 54401. Do you have

questions you need answered before or after your appointment? Just let us
know! Contact us by email at info@hougumlaw.com or call us at 715-843-5001.


