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This February, as love is in the air and we celebrate Valentine’s day, we reflect on the ways love
can change our lives. Have you been widowed or divorced and found love again? If so, your
remarriage may feel like a new beginning to life. In the midst of celebration, it can be easy to
forget about other changes you may need to make due to this major life change. It can be
important, however, to think about your estate plan and figure out what updates you need to
make in this new stage of life. Let us review seven questions to ask your attorney before updating
your estate plan after remarriage.

1. Do I Need to Make Any Changes? For most people, the answer may be yes. A marriage can
be a significant event for many reasons and will likely have a notable impact on your estate
plan.
 
2. Should We Combine Our Assets? If you are newly married to someone but you are both
older and have had separate finances for a long time, you may want to keep it that way and
split your combined expenses. You might also decide to leave the bulk of your individual
estates to your respective children and grandchildren, rather than to each other.
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3. Will You Buy a Home Together? If so, even if you are in the above situation, you may want
to stipulate in your respective estate plans that, while the rest of your assets go to your
individual heirs, the surviving spouse will stay in the home after the first spouse passes away,
and after both of you have passed on, the house will be sold and the proceeds divided.
 
4. What if We Have Children Separately and Together? If your remarriage is earlier in life and
either you or your partner has children from a prior marriage, and you plan to have one or
more children together, you may want to write your estate plans in a certain way that would
leave your assets equitably to all of your children, instead of leaving them to your spouse and
expecting he or she to leave everything to all of your children. If no one writes down what they
want specifically, things can get messy.
 
5. What If Only One Person Has Children? If only one spouse has children, the other spouse
may want to consider in his or her estate planning if he or she would like to leave something to
stepchildren as well as nieces, nephews, or other relatives with whom they may have a parent-
like relationship.
 
6. Is There a Prenuptial Agreement? If so, make sure your estate plan is in accordance with its
terms.
 
7. Do We Need a Postnuptial Agreement? Even if you did not create a prenup, you may decide
you want something similar and enter into a postnuptial agreement. Your estate plan should
reflect whatever you put into that agreement.
 

If you have remarried or are planning to remarry, making updates to your estate plan can be
critical for many reasons. Our office can guide you through your estate planning options. Please
contact our office today to schedule a meeting with attorney Alan Hougum.

 

Do you have an estate plan in place? If not, when you die, your estate may be headed for probate.
Probate can be a long and costly process for your heirs. The good news may be that there are ways
you can minimize the hassle of probate or even avoid it altogether. All it can take is some careful
estate planning.

A common way to avoid probate may be to include a revocable trust in your estate plan. Once you
put your assets into the trust, you can continue accessing and managing them, but when you pass
away, control over the trust automatically transfers to whomever you name as the successor
trustee. This means that person obtains immediate control over the assets and he or she does not
have to go through probate or be submitted to approval by anyone else.

Do You Have an Estate Plan? If Not, You May
Be Headed for Probate



RU

(Contd. from Page 2) 
 

Your successor trustee can distribute trust assets in the manner you decided and wrote into the trust
documents before you died. Unfortunately, assets not held in a trust may have to go through
probate. Even if you have a last will and testament dictating who your assets should be distributed
to, your personal representative will have to go through probate before distributing them according
to your instructions.

If you do not have an estate plan, your estate may be headed for probate court. To learn more about
estate planning to minimize or avoid probate, our office can guide you through your estate
planning options. Please contact our office today to schedule a meeting with attorney Alan
Hougum.
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Attorney Alan Hougum and his compassionate team will help you protect
yourself and the people you love with strategic planning strategies, such as
wills, asset protection and trusts, powers of attorney, estate trusts, elder law

planning, Medicaid crisis planning, Medicaid eligibility and application,
probate and estate administration, avoiding probate, charitable planning and
giving, special needs, and estate tax planning. Hougum Law Firm, LLC, serves

the entire Wausau, Wisconsin area.
 

Our office is located in Wausau at 
305 S. 18th Avenue, Suite 200, Wausau, Wisconsin 54401. Do you have

questions you need answered before or after your appointment? Just let us
know! Contact us by email at info@hougumlaw.com or call us at 715-843-5001.


