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Choosing the right estate planning attorney for your family can be a tricky process, which often
puts people off the topic entirely and leads to the mistake of failing to engage in estate planning at
all. It does not, however, have to be a tough road. 

What it comes down to is the answer to one basic question. How do you choose an estate planning
attorney? You choose the attorney whose experience level and skill in working with your personal
situation and meeting your needs makes the process easier and ensures that it is done thoroughly.

One of the most important criteria in choosing an estate planning attorney can be finding
someone with appropriate experience. This may not necessarily mean choosing the attorney with
the longest amount of time in practice. After all, an attorney with 30 years of experience may
have less experience in a specific area of estate planning that is important to you than an attorney
with 10 years of experience who focuses heavily in that area. The key can be to choose an attorney
whose combination of time in practice and specific skill set is best suited to your family.
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If you are married, both you and your spouse may need to have estate plans in place. This helps to
ensure that the other person may be taken care of and knows what to do. Framing it this way, a
desire to make life easier in the future for a surviving spouse can be a good place to start a
conversation about estate planning with your spouse.

Choosing an estate planning attorney who can speak directly with your spouse, reassure him or her,
and work with both of you to meet your needs may be the best way to move forward. If both of you
are comfortable, the process can be easier. When you are choosing an estate planning attorney,
involving your spouse in the process may be a good idea. It can also help to ask potential attorneys
about their experience and recommendations for your specific situation. If you have had a long
marriage, and share all of your children, estate planning may look one way, but if you or your
spouse have children from a prior marriage, you may want to divide your estate among them while
also providing for your spouse if he or she outlives you. 

Ask questions about these topics upfront to ensure you are choosing the right estate planning
attorney for your family.Our office can guide a family through their estate planning options. Please
contact our office today to schedule a meeting with Attorney Alan Hougum.

Have you thought about talking to your loved ones about long-term care? While it can be a difficult
subject to raise with your loved ones, having a conversation about long-term care planning can be
extremely important. It may not seem urgent if your loved ones are aging in good health, but more
than half of American adults will require long term care at some point in their lives. There can be
many different factors that could contribute to your loved one being part of this group. So, take the
time this holiday season to talk about the possibility. Here are five ideas to keep in mind when you
do.

1. Start the conversation before time is of the essence. It can actually be better to start talking
about long term care planning before your loved ones are in critical need of immediate care.
Knowing your options well ahead of time can give everyone the ability to consider each
possibility carefully and make a thoughtful, informed decision about contingency plans for if
and when long term care is actually needed.

2. Know the rules. Understand the financial aspect of long-term care and how Medicare may
contribute to costs for your loved ones. In addition, check into whether they could qualify for
additional assistance from Medicaid.

5 Ideas to Use When Talking to Your Loved
Ones About Long-Term Planning Over the
Holidays
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3. Get a clear financial picture. Do your loved ones have the ability to cover their own long-term
care costs if it becomes necessary? Could they benefit from purchasing a long-term care
insurance policy? If so, now may be a good time to look into the options.
 
4. Listen to concerns. You may come into the conversation with an agenda in mind and lots of
important issues to cover. Your intentions are good! If your loved one has already had a chance
to think things over, however, sit back and listen to what he or she has to say before getting too
bogged down into your own checklist. After all, it is his or her life that is the subject of discussion. 
 
5.Seek support from other relatives. Your siblings, cousins, nieces and nephews, or even your
own children can be good sources of support and advice. If any of them work in a health-related
field, they may be able to offer specific guidance in long-term care planning that is unique to
their profession.

Our office can guide a family through their estate planning options. Please contact our office today
to schedule a meeting with attorney Alan Hougum.
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Attorney Alan Hougum and his compassionate team will help you protect
yourself and the people you love with strategic planning strategies, such as
wills, asset protection and trusts, powers of attorney, estate trusts, elder law

planning, Medicaid crisis planning, Medicaid eligibility and application,
probate and estate administration, avoiding probate, charitable planning and
giving, special needs, and estate tax planning. Hougum Law Firm, LLC, serves

the entire Wausau, Wisconsin area.
 

Our office is located in Wausau at 
305 S. 18th Avenue, Suite 200, Wausau, Wisconsin 54401. Do you have

questions you need answered before or after your appointment? Just let us
know! Contact us by email at info@hougumlaw.com or call us at 715-843-5001.


