
This boom did not end in 1946. It carried on into 1947 and 1952 
then through 1954 all the way up to 1964. Historians believe 
that this boom is a result of people delaying things such as 
marriage and childbirth, until after the Great Depression and 
the War. According to the History Channel, the hope of the  
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It is 1946. World War II has recently ended, nine months ago 
to be exact. It was during this time that the “baby boom” hit. 
In 1946, 3.4 million babies were born, breaking records across 
America with more babies born than ever before. 

Attorney Alan Hougum and his compassionate team will help you protect yourself and the people you love with 
strategic planning strategies, such as wills, asset protection and trusts, powers of attorney, estate trusts, elder law 
planning, Medicaid crisis planning, Medicaid eligibility and application, probate and estate administration, 
avoiding probate, charitable planning and giving, special needs, and estate tax planning. Hougum Law Firm, 
LLC, serves the entire Wausau, Wisconsin area. 

Our office is located in Wausau at 305 S. 18th Avenue, Suite 200, Wausau, Wisconsin 54401. Do you have 
questions you need answered before or after your appointment? Just let us know! Contact us by email at 
info@hougumlaw.com or call us at 715-843-5001. 

Enjoy Hougum Law, LLC's, Monthly News!
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American people after both the Great Depression and the War was high. It shares, "Many people in the postwar 
era looked forward to having children because they were confident that the future would be one of comfort and 
prosperity…As a result, many Americans felt certain that they could give their families all the material things that 
they themselves had done without.” Planning ahead and preparing for all potential future scenarios was simply 
what the generations that gave rise to the Baby Boomers did. They saved, the scrimped Andy they made sure their 
children were provided for. Whether you are a part of this generation or a Baby Boomer yourself, what are you 
doing to plan ahead for your future? 

As we celebrate National Elder Law Month across America, we need to take a moment and check in on the 
planning we put in place to protect ourselves, our family and our legacy. Is your durable power of attorney up-to- 
date? Are your choices for decision-makers current? Have you provided and planned for the legacy you want to 
leave to your children and grandchildren? 

No matter what your age, these are important considerations and decisions to make early. None of us know what 
the future may hold and, while we may plan ahead for the “right” time to have children or get married, we may 
not be able to so easily plan for a sudden accident, illness or long-term care crisis. Advance estate planning and 
elder law planning is the only protection we have to protect ourselves. At Hougum Law, we know and understand 
the challenges you face and we want to help you plan ahead to protect yourself and those you love most. 
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A common belief is that one of the main reasons that people put off estate 
planning is they are afraid to die. Although most people do not truly think 
that they will hasten their own deaths by planning for their estates, the 
superstition is out there. Who is most likely to hold this superstition? 
Researchers at Oxford University have discovered what might be 
somewhat surprising findings about what types of people are the least 
afraid of passing away. 

Estate planning makes people think about what will happen after they 
pass away. They must think about and provide for who will care for their 
spouse, children and their business. It also forces people to think about the 

legacy they want to leave. For many people, estate planning also causes them to think about the act of death itself, and they are 
afraid of it. Unfortunately, this can cause people to delay estate planning for too long and they pass away without estate plans. 

This is a common misconception. The belief that if you do not create an estate plan then you do not have one. Actually, the 
reverse is true. Most people are surprised to learn that they actually do have a plan. In the absence of legal planning otherwise, 
their estate will be distributed after death according to Wisconsin’s laws of intestacy. Of course, this may not be the plan they 
would have chosen. A properly drafted estate plan will replace the terms of the State’s estate plan with your own. 

Do not wait to create an estate plan that reflects your wishes, protects those you love and creates the legacy you want to leave. 
At Hougum Law, we know and understand the challenges you face and we want to help you plan ahead to protect yourself 
and those you love most. Contact us to schedule an appointment with Attorney Alan Hougum.

Are you considering getting married? Do you believe you will need a 
prenuptial agreement? There are times when a prenuptial agreement is 
appropriate to enter into for both parties considering marriage. This type of 
estate planning tool can protect you and your future spouse along with 
children, businesses and intellectual property. Let’s take a look at a recent 
lawsuit being filed where a reality TV personality is suing her stepsons for 
what she claims is an attempt to steal a home belonging to her late husband 
that should rightfully belong to her. 

The Real Housewives reality TV series is well-known for the family drama it 
produces. Viewers seem to appreciate seeing the types of family issues they 

share in common with the wealthy women who star on the show. Now, one of the stars of Real Housewives of Miami, Alexia 
Echevarria, is having another issue with family that many other people have.  She is fighting with her stepchildren over part of 
her late husband’s estate, as the Daily Mail reports in “Real Housewives of Miami star Alexia Echevarria accuses her stepsons of 
trying to seize her $3 million Miami Beach home and Maserati after her husband’s sudden death.” 

Prior to marrying, Echevarria and her husband picked out a home in Miami Beach that he purchased in his name alone. A 
prenuptial agreement was signed which included a provision that upon his death, ownership of the house would be transferred 
to her. The two announced that they were separating in 2015, but according to Echevarria they continued to live together until 
his death in 2016. His estate went to his two sons from a previous relationship. Echevarria claims they are attempting to seize 
the house as part of the estate. It is not uncommon for stepparents and children to have disputes over an estate. One thing that 
can help with a situation like this, is to include any specific details about what should go to the surviving spouse in an estate 
plan, even if a prenuptial agreement already includes the information.  


